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Moving In
Moving into your first home can be a very difficult and
expensive experience.  All of our properties are
unfurnished. You will need to buy any furniture that you
need yourself. 

To furnish a one bed room flat could cost around £1500
just buying the basics. The information in this booklet
will help you get started and point you in the right
direction of where to go to furnish your home. 

Where do you go to obtain furniture
If you are buying new or second hand furniture,  a good
idea is to make a list of the items you are going to need.
See page 6 for more information. 

If you are on a tight budget, there are places that you can
find good quality second hand furniture.  There are also
many second hand shops in the city and you may be able
to pick up a bargain from them.

The following providers have a range of good quality
used furniture and electrical items for sale at reasonable
prices.
Community Transport

269 Sovereign Road, Earlsdon, Coventry, CV5 6LT,                      
Tel: 024 7669 1433.                 

They are open from 9am to 4pm Monday
to Friday. 

Free delivery for Whitefriars new
tenants upon production of voucher
attached. 

Emmaus
70 Red Lane, Coventry, CV6 5EQ, 
Tel: 024 7666 1466. 
They are open 9.30am to 4.30pm

Monday to Saturday. 
Free delivery for Whitefriars new tenants

upon production of voucher attached. 

2nd Chance Furniture
Reuse
1a Weddington Terrace,
Nuneaton, CV10 0AG,
Tel: 024 7632 6189. 
Free delivery for Whitefriars new
tenants upon production of voucher attached.

British Heart Foundation and Electrical Store
25-35 Market Way, Coventry, CV1 1DF,
Tel: 0844 248 9164. 
They are open 9.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday,
Sunday 10am to 4pm. 10% discount (on donated goods
only) to Whitefriars new tenants with voucher attached. 

Check the classified adverts in the Coventry Evening
Telegraph. 

Check local shops as well as Argos and IKEA. 

The internet also offers several websites where you can
find free or low cost furniture. 

Check out the following websites.

www.freebay.co.uk           
www.gumtree.co.uk
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Social Fund applications
If you have no money or a limited amount to buy
essential items you may be entitled to get some money
to help you move in and furnish your new home. Here is
a list of grants or loans you may be able to apply for. 

Budgeting Loan
Budgeting Loans help you spread the cost of things you
need to buy. You can use a Budgeting Loan to help pay
for:
l furniture and household items 
l clothes and footwear 
l rent upfront or removal costs to get to a new place 
l hire purchase (HP) or other debts you may have in

relation to the items above.
You may be able to get a Budgeting Loan if you get:
l Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker's

Allowance, Income-Related Employment and Support
Allowance,  Pension Credit or payment on account of
one of these benefits, and

l you or your partner have been getting one of  these
benefits for at least 26 weeks. 
It could take up to 2 weeks for your claim to be
processed.  

Crisis Loan
You can apply for a Crisis Loan, even if 
you are not in receipt of any benefit. 
l Your circumstances must be in crisis

for the Social Fund to consider your
application and there is no other way
to prevent serious damage or serious
risk to your health or safety. This is a
loan and you will be required to pay
this back at an agreed amount. It
could take up to 2 weeks for your
claim to be processed.  

Community Care Grant
If you need financial help to live
independently in the community or
to ease exceptional pressure on you
and your family you may be able to
get a Community Care Grant. You do
not have to pay it back
You can apply for a Community Care
Grant if you are either:
l already getting Income Support, income-

related Employment and Support Allowance,
income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Pension Credit,
or payment on account of one of these benefits

l likely to start getting one of these benefits within the
next six weeks because you are moving out of care

and any one of the following applies 
l you are moving out of residential or 

institutional care to live independently  
l you are moving to a new home which will be more

suitable for you and are being resettled by an
organisation like a local council or voluntary
organisation 

The Social Fund will only pay for high priority items e.g.
something to sleep on, something to cook with, unless
there is a very good reason why you need a certain
household item. It could take up to 6 weeks for your
claim to be processed.  

Applying for a loan/grant
Contact the Job Centre Plus for more information on
Tel: 0800 055 6688 or 02476 232200 or via their website
www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk
If you need help in making an application the Citizens
Advice Bureau can assist you. They are based at Kirby
House, Little Park Street, Coventry.
www.coventrycab.org.uk. Tel: 024 7625 2052. Local
advice agencies may also be able to help. Please see
www.adviceservicescoventry.org.uk
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List of items
Here is a list of basic items you will probably need to 
buy to move into your new property. 

Kitchen
l Cooker
l Tea Towels
l Cleaning Cloths
l Washing Up Liquid
l Washing Up Bowl
l Cleaning agents
l Fridge
l Washing Machine
l Cutlery
l Pots and Pans
l Plates and cups                         
l Waste Bin
l Tin Opener
l Toaster
l Microwave Oven
l Mop and Bucket

General 
l Iron
l Iron board
l Curtains
l Carpets
l Light bulbs

We would advise that
you start as soon as
possible, getting items
for your new property,
so you won’t be moving
into your new property

with nothing. 
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Bedroom
l Bed
l Duvet
l Duvet Covers
l Pillows
l Sheets and Pillow

Cases
l Chest of drawers
l Wardrobe

Living Room
l Sofa and chairs
l Television

Bathroom
lTowels


